The Incontinent Woman J A Jordan & S L Stanton (ed) pp III £3 (p+p 67p, UK) London: Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 1982 This book is an edited account of a scientific meeting held at the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists on 13 February 1981. A general gynaecologist will want to know from this book which of his patients should be investigated with full urodynamic rigour and which might still, without guilt, be treated after careful historytaking and clinical examination only. The book confirms that we must investigate fully at least those patients whose incontinence has persisted or recurred after surgery, those in whom there is an element of urgency of micturition, and those with neurological problems.
There is useful advice on the management of detrusor instability, particularly by bladder drill, with or without the use of drugs. The neuropathic bladder is also comprehensively' and sympathetically discussed.
For true urethral sphincter incompetence physiotherapy is persuasively described, but the indications for, and techniques of, various kinds of surgery take a more prominent place. Although Stuart Stanton puts the case very persuasively for an attack from above, it is clear from the discussion that many gynaecologists still prefer the more familiar vaginal route. This opinion is sharpened by Arthur Williams, who feels that failure is 'more closely related to deficiencies in the execution of the repair ... than to diagnostic mistakes'. He endeavours to rectify this by an ingenious technique of suprapubic cystoscopy at the time of repair.
Professor Brocklehurst contributes a very useful description of the causes and management of incontinence in the elderly. The work of an 'Incontinence Nurse Adviser' for patients who have defied all efforts to make them dry, is also described including her role in assessing protective pads and clothing.
In all, this is a very useful and comprehensive account of a well-organized and lively meeting. Norman Zinner, Arthur Sterling and their team of associate editors have satisfactorily compiled the proceedings of the first joint meeting of the International Continence Society and the Urodynamics Society, comprising some 48 research papers from more than 130 international contributors. The presentation, which is stimulating and provocative, with much, selfanalysis, is laid out in reverse order to the actual delivery at the time. An introductory appraisal of the entire meeting by Dr Eugene Yates, who listened without prejudice as a scientific outsider, is superb, and pours much valuable and constructive criticism on the poor quality of the pharmacological trials and immature statistical work, and appeals for a marked improvement in the standardization of future data collection.
AM DICK INS
Each section of the meeting, which includes pathophysiology, neurophysiology, diagnosis and urodynamic evaluation with computer applications, clinical trials and treatment, is reviewed critically, and evaluates areas of contention and agreement of the various research papers. The theme of 'Where are we now?', which prefaces each section, seems to be answered: 'In the very early stages of infancy', with much to be done.
The research papers, which comprise the second half of the book, are of a high standard, concise and well illustrated. Each is introduced by a question, which is not always answered, and concludes by posing more questions for future study. Unfortunately, there is not enough space to allow for the valuable discussion which followed each presentation, and the reader will find some difficulty in tracking down where each author has made his contribution. Overall, despite the fairly high price, this book is strongly commended to all investigators in the field of urogynaecology. The practical approach based on personal experience, the charm and' easy-to-read narrative style introduced by the two famous previous authors has happily been preserved.
Much new material has been added, notably sections on preterm labour, prostaglandins, subcutaneous symphysiotomy, and neonatal handicap. The chapter on obstetric anaesthesia and analgesia revised by Dr Wilson is detailed, practical and concise. Particular attention throughout is given to obstetric practice in different cultural environments and less well developed countries. The new two-column format has almost halved the number of pages and weight of the book. The line drawings are as good as ever and there are many new illustrations relating to ultrasonography, partography and fetal monitoring. The benefits of single authorship are reflected in the overall approach and balanced perspective.
Obstetricians, trainee or qualified, the world over will be delighted and helped by this new edition. No personal or library shelves should be without it: an extra copy should be in every labour ward.
HERBERT E REISS

Consultant Gynaecologist
Obstetric In a book of this type the chapters do not al-Waysrelate well to each other and there is inevitably much repetition. Nevertheless in this instance this serves to emphasize many important and vital characteristics of Asian pregnancies, for example, the women tend to be older and of a higher parity than their European counterparts, they may live in poor housing and eat poor diets, they are often of short stature, have low haemoglobins and give birth to small babies. On the credit side they rarely smoke and the illegitimacy rate is low. All this is valuable information to obstetricians striving to reduce the relatively high perinatal mortality of these peoples.
A number of contributors concentrate on cultural differences' between Asians and native Britons, all emphasizing the heterogenicity of the former group. National subgroupings exist each speaking its own languages, observing its own religions, eating its own foods and reacting in a specific way to our indigenous customs and medical practices.
There are some curiously discrepant observations, for example, the high congenital abnormality rate amongst Bradford Asians is attributed to heart disease, while that of Sheffield Asians is seemingly largely a consequence of neural tube defects. There is therefore a need for further research. Hopefully this book will be the catalyst that stimulates interest into a hitherto neglected area of obstetric practice.
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Consultant Gynaecologistltlbstetrician
St Luke's Hospital, Bradford Chemotherapy and Urological Malignancy AS D Spiers (ed) pp 163 DM98 Berlin: Springer-Verlag 1982 This is a further book in the series on Clinical Practice in Urology under the general editorship of Professor Chisholm. Some sections of this multi-author book, which take up many pages, prove that there is no useful chemotherapy. Many of the reviews on renal cortical carcinoma fail to contribute anything that is not well known, while the section on Wilms' tumour is virtually dedicated to the diagnosis of these lesions and fails to review modern chemotherapy protocols. However, the sections on the bladder are superb, even though the well known publications of Mark Solloway and Alan Yagoda are repeated. Philip Smith's review of the EORTC experience is a very interesting summary and this chapter and the chapter on non-seminomatous testicular cancer are well worth reading. It is a pity that tighter editorial control has not excluded chapters which are of little value.
GRANT WILLIAMS
Charing Cross Hospital, London
Hemoglobins in Development and Dlfferentiatlon-: G Stamatoyannopoulos & A W Nienhuis (ed) . pp 534 £48.00 New York: Alan R Liss 1981 This book is the second volume of the Proceedings of the Second Conference on 'Haemoglobin Switching' held in 1980. The first volume entitled 'Organization and Expression of Globin Genes' has already been available for some little time. Drs Stamatoyannopoulos and Nienhuis are to be congratulated on producing these two useful volumes in this important and rapidly moving field of biology. Although it is now two years since the conference was held the book is still remarkably up to date and forms a valuable reference work for research workers and others wishing to have an account of the thinking and work going on in this area. There are sections on regulation of haemopoiesis including progenitor cells, erythropoietin and cellular interactions; embryonic and fetal haemoglobins as well as switching of other red cell characteristics; finally there is a section on human cell lines producing haemoglobins. This book should be
